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South Side Mid-Winter Soup Contest
to benefit Brashear Food Pantry

Feb. 18 soup hop to include “souper” sales
and award South Side’s Best Soup honors

What'’s the perfect cure to brighten a cold, Pittsburgh winter day? Hot soup! Especially
when chefs from various South Side restaurants compete for “Best Soup” honors, while you
“soup hop” to over 20 local shops and enjoy great sales. From 12-4 p.m., shoppers on and
around East Carson Street can indulge in original recipes such as Halo Café’s Sweet Onion
Bisque or Piper’'s Pub’s Creole Crawfish Chowder and then vote for their People’s Choice

favorite.

How the Soup Contest works

Participating shops will feature delicious soups from neighborhood restaurants and offer
great deals in their stores. Shoppers can begin at any of three starting points, including South
Side Works (2629 East Carson St.), WYEP FM (67 Bedford Square), or The Brashear
Association (2005 Sarah St.), where they can donate $5 and a canned good (or $7 without a
can). At this point, shoppers will receive event maps and a People’s Choice ballot that will
enable them to sample the soups all afternoon, either on foot or by hopping one of Molly’s
Trolleys, which is providing free transportation between sites. Awards for “Best Soup” will be

given in two categories: People’s Choice and Judges’ Choice.

The official judging begins at 3 p.m. at The Brashear Association, 2005 Sarah Street,
where a panel of food critics and local soup aficionados will select the Judges’ Choice winner
and ballots for the Peoples’ Choice award will be tallied and announced. Prize raffle winners

also will be announced at the judging.



Event benefits Brashear, local families, and South Side businesses

Proceeds generated the day of the event will benefit The Brashear Association Food

Pantry, which serves approximately 300 families each month. Last year's Soup Contest helped

stock Brashear’s shelves with soups and stews for over two months.

“Food drives are important during the winter months because so many people have to
choose between eating and heating their homes,” explains Christine Gaus of the Brashear
Association. “Brashear is grateful for the support of the South Side business district. Together,

we can make a difference in many people’s lives this winter.”

The event also benefits participating businesses during a month that is traditionally slow

in outdoor retail activity. Following the 2005 Soup Contest 40% of participating businesses

reported an increase in sales, and 82% reported an increase in foot traffic. Anecdotally, several

businesses said that the event generated the most single-day foot traffic they had ever received.

The South Side Mid-Winter Soup Contest is presented by South Side Local
Development Company, a non-profit community development corporation committed to the

historic preservation and economic development of Pittsburgh’s South Side.

Panel of Judges
Chris Fennimore, QED Cooks and Honorary Chair, South Side Mid-Winter Soup Contest

Nancy Anderson, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Hugh Brannan, The Brashear Association

Jim Eiben, Iron and Glass Bank

Nancy Eshelman, Morning Glory Inn

Gaynor Grant, Sweetwater Cooking

Rebecca Hower, KDKA

Bernie Kuzma, UPMC South Side

Dr. Barbara Rudiak, Phillips Elementary School



Event Sponsors
Iron and Glass Bank
UPMC South Side
Sensodyne
Sweetwater Cooking
WYEP FM

Golden Ladle Friends
Beehive
Marmion Marketing Communications, Inc.
PNC Bank
South Side Chamber of Commerce
South Pittsburgh Reporter

Zoltun Design

Silver Ladle Friends
Curves
deStefino Southside
J.B. Kreider Company, Inc.
Joseph-Beth Booksellers
South Side Athletic Club

South Side Slopes Neighborhood Association

17th Street Café

Abruzzi’'s

Breathe Yoga Studio

Bruschetta's

Birmingham Bridge Tavern

Caribou Coffee

Café Allegro

Café du Jour

Chocolate Celebrations

Cindy Esser's Floral Shop

Clarissa Boutique and Parker
Button

Copies at Carson

Dave's Music Mine

Diva’s by Monica

D.W. Oster, CPA

Eljay's Used Books

Ethnic Artz

Fireborn Studios

Trust Franklin Press

Copper Ladle Friends

Folino's

Grand Bahia Tanning Resort
and Island Smoothies

Gypsy Cafe

Halo

Handwoven on Carson

Hkan Hookah Bar and
Lounge

Hot Metal Grille

Iguana Girill

La Fond Galleries

Le Pommier

Mantini's Woodfired Girill

McCormick and Schmick's

Nakama Japanese
Steakhouse & Sushi Bar

O'Leary’s

Original Cin

Piper’'s Pub

REI

Renaissance 3 Architects

Roberta Weissburg Leathers

Scentral Station

Silver Eye Center for
Photography

Smiling Moose

Taco Loco

Turtle Creek Valley MH/MR,
Inc.

The Bead Mine

The Berry Patch Country Gift
Shoppe

The Bridge

The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society

Tom's Diner



